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Passport and visa requirements are subject to change. Use the following information only as 
general guidelines. The embassy or consulate of  your destination country is the best source for 
current, detailed requirements. 
Allow plenty of  lead time to obtain detailed information and prepare the requisite credentials. 
Passport and visa applications must be accompanied by documents - such as passport-size 
photos, birth certificates, and fees - which vary by country. 
Entering South Korea 
All visitors must have a passport, valid on the day of  entry; however, with delays in renewing a 
passport you should arrive in South Korea with a minimum of  three months of  validity. Carry it at 

all times for identif ication. Foreign nationals who have obtained an Alien Registratio n Card may 
carry that card in place of  their passport (you still must have a passport).  
Color photographs are required for every kind of  application procedure in South Korea. It is 
advisable to have a good supply of passport-sized color pictures, as well as postage stamp-sized 
photos for the many occasions that will require them. These can be obtained in South Korea.  
Entry requirements vary depending on your country of  origin, and are subject to change. Contact 
the South Korean Embassy or Consulate for current procedures. 
All visa application packets and other requirements and procedures are available f rom the South 
Korea Immigration Service website http://www.immigration.go.kr/immigration_eng/index.do 
 
Passport seizures and exit bans 

In commercial disputes, the government of South Korea has been known to seize the passports 
of  foreigners involved and block their departure with an exit ban. In this case, the foreigner 
should re-apply for a new passport f rom their local embassy or consulate in South Korea.  
However, the exit ban will still be in ef fect, preventing the foreigner f rom leaving the country.  
Visas 
Whether or not you require a visa to visit South Korea depends on your nationality and the length 
of  your stay. It is also stipulated that you do not participate in remunerative activities while visiting 
the country. To determine whether your country has any agreements with South Korea and the 
specif ied number of  days allowed for your visa-free stay, check the Korea National Tourism 
Organization's website http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/index.kto , or contact your nearest 
Korean Consulate or Embassy. 

Foreign nationals of  certain countries will not require visas to visit South Korea because of  
reciprocal agreements with South Korea, provided their stays are shorter than the 30-, 60-, or 90-
day period allowed for their country. Any visitor wishing to stay longer than the designated period 
for citizens of  their country must obtain a visa. 
If  your country has neither a visa exemption agreement nor a reciprocity agreement with South 
Korea, you must obtain a tourist or business visa before going. 
Tourist and business visas 
To apply for a tourist or business visa, the following items will be to be submitted to the nearest 
South Korean Consular of f ice: 

▪ A completed application 
▪ A color passport-sized photo 
▪ Application fee 
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In addition, business visa applications will require intentions and activities to be stated clearly. 
The application may also require a letter of  invitation f rom the sponsoring organization indicating 
the purpose of  your trip, your contact's telephone number, period of your stay, and proof of 
f inancial responsibility. 
Tourist visas can be extended at a local immigration office. If  you are planning to apply for an 
extension, do so as soon as possible. While it is possible to apply for an extension the day before 

your visa expires, it is not guaranteed that your application will be granted. If  you apply for a visa 
extension af ter the approved period has ended, you will be required to pay a f ine. 
Whereas tourists have no limit to the number of  times they enter Korea, business visas are good 
for one visit. If  you plan to enter South Korea multiple times, you will need to obtain a re-entry 
permit f rom the Ministry of  Justice prior to your f irst departure f rom South Korea.  
Changing visa status 
Spouse and dependent visas are dif ficult to change. If  a dependent decides to work in South 
Korea af ter arrival, he or she must leave the country to apply for a change in visa status. These 
laws are stringently observed. 
Changes of  status f rom one type of visa to another are not normally granted when the applicant 
is in the country. If  you wish to change the status of  your visa - for example, f rom a tourist visa to 

a teaching visa - you must normally depart and apply for new visas at an embassy or consulate 
outside South Korea. 
In the case of  a business visa, if  you wish to visit South Korea multiple times within the validity of  
the visa, you must apply for a "multiple business visa" f rom the beginning, and it is not subject to 
requiring a re-entry permit. A re-entry permit is only required for long-term visas. 
For more specif ic information on getting different visas in South Korea, visit the Off icial Site of 
Korea Tourism. https://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/TRV/TV_ENG_2_1.jsp  
 
Visa extensions 
To extend a visa you must apply at least one day before the date of  expiration at the local 
immigration of fice nearest to your residence. 

Alien registration card 
Foreigners entering South Korea on a long-term visa, who intend to stay in the country for more 
than 90 days, must apply for an Alien Registration Card, also called a residence certif icate, at the 
Immigration of f ice nearest to the location where they will be residing. The application should be 
made no later than 14 days prior to the expiration date of  the initial entry period.  
Contact the Immigration Service before you go, to ask what documentation will you need to 
present, how many color passport-sized photos to bring, and the appropriate fee. You will also 
need to present your passport when submitting your completed application form. Your card will 
be issued to you approximately one week later. 
The law requires that the Alien Registration Card be carried on your person at all times, but most 

foreigners do not, as they are very dif ficult to replace. However, if  you could be mistaken for 
Korean, it is advisable to have it on hand at all times, to prove your foreign nationality. A 
photocopy of the certif icate is a good alternative. Children should be provided with a form of 
identif ication or school ID. 
If  you lose your card, contact the nearest Immigration Off ice within 14 days. When you leave the 
country, you must turn in your card. 
Click here  http://www.immigration.go.kr/HP/IMM80/imm_04/imm_0405/imm_405010.jsp for 
more details on obtaining the Alien Registration Card, and here 
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/GK/GK_EN_2_8_1_1.jsp   for a list of major immigration offices 
in Seoul. 
Registering in your district 

Once you have received your Alien Registration Card, you are automatically registered at your 
local district, gu, office which has jurisdiction where you live. 
If  you should move out of  your district, you will need to obtain documentation f rom your original 
district office where you f irst applied, and take it to your new district's office, where you will re-
register. This must be done 14 days f rom the actual move. 
Dual citizenship 
It is important for foreigners holding dual citizenship, as nationals of their own country and as 
South Koreans, to understand that the South Korean government does not recognize dual 
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citizenship. The South Korean government requires that anyone with dual citizenship decide 
which nationality they prefer to accept, rejecting either Korean or the other nationality before 
December 31 of  the year they turn 17 years of  age. 
If  you hold dual citizenship, local authorities will automatically recognize only your South Korean 
citizenship. In certain circumstances this could lead to unanticipated problems. South Korean 
courts have upheld these rulings, and foreign governments have no right to intervene in these 

cases. For example: South Korea requires all its male citizens over 18 years of  age, in-country or 
overseas, to serve 24 to 28 months. If  you are a dual citizen Korean male traveling to South 
Korea who has not selected a nationality, you can be draf ted into the South Korean army, even if  
you have never lived in South Korea. One reason for this seemingly harsh policy is the tension 
with North Korea that requires South Korea to defend itself. 
Those with dual citizenship should obtain additional information from their embassy or consulate, 
before departure 

Re-entry permit 
Re-entry permits allow registered foreigners to leave and re-enter the country only within the 
permitted period of their stay. Af ter receiving the Alien Registration Card, expatriates are advised 
to obtain a re-entry permit, which is stamped in the passport, just in case they need to leave the 

country for an emergency or sudden change in plans. Re-entry permits may be obtained f rom the 
nearest Immigration of fice or at South Korean international airports.  
For more details, click here http://www.immigration.go.kr/HP/IMM80/imm_04/imm_0404/sm10.jsp  
If  you leave the country without a re-entry permit, the visa will be canceled. To secure another 
visa, you will have to apply while outside of  the country and wait six to eight weeks for the 
process to be completed. 
Consider obtaining multiple re-entry permits for each individual in your family. 
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